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άCǊƻƳ tŀƭƻ DuroCanyon outside 
Amarillo Texas 
The prairie dog town fork of the Red 
River flows 
Headed cross the plains along the 
coast of Oklahoma 
To the Mississippi River and the Gulf 
ƻŦ aŜȄƛŎƻέ

Red River by Guy Clark

http://dai.ly/x2c0473?start=346


Red River Boundary between Texas and Oklahoma

South bank of the Red 
River in July 2015 the 
day after a rain.



Objectives

ÅNatural Boundaries

ÅAccretion, Erosion, and Avulsion

ÅBLM Claims

ÅConclusion



Natural Boundaries for 
International Borders
Adams ςOnís Treaty of 1819

Å Sabine, Red, and Arkansas Rivers

Å begin on the Gulf of Mexico, at the mouth of the River Sabine 
in the Sea, continuing North, along the Western Bank of that 
River, to the 32d degree of Latitude; thence by a Line due 
North to the degree of Latitude, where it strikes the Rio Roxo 
of Natchitoches, or Red-River, then following the course of 
the Rio-Roxo Westward to the degree of Longitude, 100 West 
from London and 23 from Washington, then crossing the said 
Red-River, and running thence by a Line due North to the 
River Arkansas, thence, following the Course of the Southern 
bank of the Arkansas to its source in Latitude, 42. North and 
thence by that parallel of Latitude to the South-Sea

Caroline C. Stafford v. Adam C. King 

Å SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS, 30 Tex. 257,  April, 1867
Natural objects are mountains, lakes, rivers, creeks, rocks, and 
the like; artificial objects are marked trees, stakes, mounds, etc., 
constructed by others or the surveyor, and called for in the field-
notes, and they should be inserted in the patent. (tŀǎŎƘŀƭΩǎDig. 
Art. 5294, note 1144)

In all future controversies these calls are to be searched for, 
and, if found, there can be little room for controversy about the 
boundaries; if not found, or found out of their places, then the 
rules of law must control.

The general rules as to controlling calls are: 1, natural objects; 
2, artificial objects; 3, course and distance. (Pas. Dig. Art. 5294, 
note 1144.)

Melishe, John (1820) Map of the United 
States of America, retrieved from 
www.loc.gov on March 15, 2015.


