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2012 Update of the Oklahoma 

Comprehensive Water Plan

• Most technically sound, extensively vetted Plan

• Executive Report with statewide information

• 13 Regional Reports

Overriding goal to 
provide safe, 
reliable water 

supplies to meet 
needs of all 
Oklahomans



Infrastructure Financing

Conservation, Reuse, Recycling

Monitoring

Supply Reliability

Fish & Recreation Flows

Excess/Surplus

State/Tribal Resolution

Regional Planning



Infrastructure Financing

• Projected $82+ billion water/wastewater infrastructure 
need by 2060.

•OWRB’s five successful (rated “AAA”) grant & loan 
programs = satisfy 4-9% of need

• SQ 764 established the Water Infrastructure Credit 
Enhancement Reserve Fund to provide additional 
leveraging capacity in the municipal bond market

• www.owrb.ok.gov/financing/index.php



• Oklahoma has ~700 water systems serving less than 
1,000 customers

• Economy of scale benefits; systems with multiple 
sources is more resistant to drought

• DWSRF can fund up to 100% principal forgiveness  

Regional Strategies and 

Cooperation



OWRB Hydrologic Investigations

WATER ALLOCATION STUDIES 

•Funding for studies of OK 21 major basins by 2022

•Garber Wellington and Enid IT recently completed.

•Current: Rush Springs, Canadian, N. Fork RR, Gerty, 
Elk City SS
and more…



Collaborative Planning
• Addresses water needs on a 
basin-wide scale by evaluating 
how infrastructure and 
operations perform in the face 
of a changing climate, and 
identifying solutions to meet 
future water needs

• Studies are cost-shared on a 
50/50 basis and generally take 
three years to complete

Area encompassed by the Upper Washita Basin Study and Upper Red Basin Studies in west-central and 

southwest Oklahoma.

Bureau of Reclamation Funding
Basin Studies Program

https://www.usbr.gov/watersmart/grants.html



Technical Studies – Red River Basin

OWRB & USGS

• North Fork of the Red River – completed 2016

• Salt Fork of the Red River – complete Fall 2017

Stream allocation models for the 

North Fork, Salt Fork, and Elm 

Fork of the Red River basins 

already complete.



Monitoring & Measuring - BUMP

•Surface water  Streams and Lakes

•Groundwater Monitoring Assessment Program

• 750 GW sites statewide phased in over 5 years



Regional Planning

Sharing resources and ideas between communities

• Legislature did not fund 

• Facilitated on their own driven by the need



• “Bottom-up” water planning & implementation 
of OCWP initiatives at the regional level

• Local stakeholders representing unique interests 
of each region

• Happening organically now

• Developing plans:  infrastructure strategies, 
conservation initiatives, water rights, reuse, 
efficiency, regionalization

OCWP Priority Recommendation

Regional Planning



2012 OCWP Priority Recommendation

Conservation/Reuse/Efficiency
• OCWP technical studies showed dramatic 

water savings through various levels of 
conservation

• Recommended voluntary
programs/policies, financial incentives,  
and public education

• Spurred the 2012 Water for 2060 Act 
which established Statewide goal of 
consuming no more freshwater in 2060 
than consumed in 2010.

• Established Advisory Council to 
recommend solutions



Produced Water Working Group

Governor Fallin created a non-regulatory, fact-finding 
work group focused on identifying regulatory, technical 
and economic barriers to produced water reuse.



• Members from private, NGO, regulatory, academic sectors, 
potential water suppliers and users 

• Pilot Study - complete
– Matches PW volumes with potential end users 

(spatial/temporal considerations) 
– Determines technology and transportation network 

challenges 
– Identifies needs for regulatory changes- state primacy and 

ownership issues
– Recommendations moving forward and research needs

• Legislation approved (2017)
– SB 287(Griffin)- state CWA jurisdiction to permit PW 

discharges

Produced Water Working Group



• Dept. of Interior-BOR announced $23.6 m in water reclamation 
and reuse projects and studies nationally (3 in Oklahoma):

• OWRB received $150,000 - Feasibility Study of Potential Impacts 
of Select Alternative Produced Water Management and Reuse 
Scenarios

• Project Partners- GW Protection Council, Environmental 
Defense Fund, Bureau of Economic Geology at University of 
Texas, OWRB

• Interested in opportunities to connect water treatment 
technology providers, produced water suppliers, potential users 

Produced Water Working Group



Aquifer Storage and Recovery 

• SB1219 (2016)

– Authorized storage and recovery of water from an aquifer 
– Directs OWRB promulgate rules- framework for taking and 

use of water stored develop for permitting ASR projects and 
terms of withdrawal 

– Requires site-specific ASR storage and recovery plan- water is 
available for recovery, well spacing to protect from 
interference

– Requires DEQ authorization to protect water quality 

• Necessitates changes to GW quality standards, DEQ 
implementation rules, and GW quantity rules

• Governor approved standards rules in June  



Aquifer Storage and Recovery 

Next steps…
• OWRB GW antidegradation rules-

– Defined and determined assimilative capacity, permitting 
process implementation, etc.  

• ODEQ Implementation rule-making for groundwater 
quality permitting

• OWRB amendments of Oklahoma groundwater law as it 
relates to water quantity
– Water quantity accounting-“drop in –drop out”?
– Considerations- migration, holding times, groundwater 
ownership/interference with private property rights, … 



• Rules for potable reuse in sensitive water supplies 
(SWS-Reuse) became state law September 2016

• Next Steps: develop additional rules for:

– Process for petitioning  to reclassify a waterbodyfrom SWS 
to SWS-Reuse

– Implementation rules for SWS-R and non-SWS 
water reservoirs

Potable Water Reuse



Á Settles Litigation:  

o Chickasaw Nation, Choctaw Nation v. Fallinet al., CIV 11-927 (W.D. Ok.)

• Resolves disputes related to ownership, regulatory control, and use of 
water by the Nations 

• State-wide and specifically w/in 22 county area historically claimed as 
“treaty territory” (“Settlement Area”)

o OWRB v. United States, et al.,CIV 12-275 (W.D. Ok.)

• General stream adjudication

Tribal Water Settlement



Tribal Water Settlement

• Protects existing water rights in 
settlement area and guaranteed input 
on permit applications  

• OWRB continues to administer water 
rights

• OKC get water needed for future growth 
with conservation practices

• Local long-term water needs protected

• State’s debt and other obligations to the 
Federal government will be resolved



NEW!   Recognition/Incentive 

Programs
Water for 2060 Excellence Award

3 Categories:

• Public Water Supply

• Energy / Industry

• Crop Irrigation / Ag 
Production

To be awarded at the 2017 
Governor’s Water Conference & 
Research Symposium
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