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Goal of the FLMB Program

Arbuckle Lake – 11.0 lbs

Pure FLMB



The Early Years

 Began in 1970

 Success - 1980s

Ä42 yr LMB record 

broken 1983

 Research – 1990s

 Durant Hatchery 

begins production –

2000s



The Early Years

 Began in 1970

 Success - 1980s

Ä42 yr LMB record 

broken 1983

 Research – 1990s

 Durant Hatchery 

begins production –

2000s

James Porter – 11 lbs 1.6 oz

Lake Lawtonka

1983



The Early Years

 Began in 1970

 Success - 1980s

Ä42 yr LMB record 

broken 1983

 Research – 1990s

 Durant Hatchery 

begins production –

2000s



The Early Years

 Began in 1970

 Success - 1980s

Ä42 yr LMB record 

broken 1983

 Research – 1990s

 Durant Hatchery 

begins production –

2000s



Durant State Fish Hatchery

 Built in 1916

 Largest hatchery

Ä83 ponds 

Ä100 acres 

production

Ä100 acre water 

supply reservoir

 Blue River water 

source.



Challenges of FLMB Culture

 Year-round process

Ä~1,000 Brooders

 Trial and error

 2 Challenges

ÄBroodstock Mgmt

ÄFingerling Prod.
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Broodstock Management
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 Predators
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Broodstock Management

 Forage

Ä5 lb forage = 1 lb
brooder

Ä44 acres needed

 Pellet training

ÄUnnatural process

ÄFood for small bass

ÄHigher holding density



Broodstock Management

 Future Brooders

ÄOver produce

Ä3 year investment

 “Retire” old brooders

ÄLess productive

ÄVarious public lakes



Fingerling Production

 Earthen ponds

 Pond Prep

ÄSod mats

ÄFiltration

ÄFertilization

 Stock Brooders



Fingerling Production

 Harvest – Step 1

ÄBrooders

ÄFry
3/8” – 3/4”

 Restock fry

ÄSurplus?



Fingerling Production

 Harvest – Step 2

ÄFingerlings
1.5”

ÄTransport to lakes

ÄStocked by boat

 Cooperative Effort

ÄStatewide hatchery & 
regional staff





Big Bass

=

Florida DNA
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Successes

 State Records

Ä2012 & 2013

Dale Miller – 14 lbs 13.7 oz

FLMB Hybrid

Benny Williams – 14 lbs 12.3 oz

Pure FLMB



Successes

 Outdoor Oklahoma 

Magazine and TV
Ä wildlifedepartment.com/

makingmonsters

 News Releases

 Quality PR and 

public awareness

http://wildlifedepartment.com/makingmonsters


Where We Stock

 54 Total Lakes

 1.8 million/yr

ÄFry

ÄFingerlings

ÄAdults

 Stock 33 lakes/yr

 We love logistics!



Questions?
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