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Impacts Other Than Navigation

üAgriculture ïall parishes & counties

Not just flooding, but rains

üBank Erosion

üLevee Damage

üPrivate & Commercial Property

üRecreation





When all Dam Gates are 

OUT of the Water ïOpen 

River Conditions



Where the rain falls matters!





Bowie County Levee ïTulsa Dist.



ü RRVA Navigation Committee ïsince 1997

üSelf Imposed Restrictions ïHP / Daylight

üMarch 2015 óNormalô High Water ïRestrictions

ü16 May 2015 Lock 5 Closes to Navigation 

then Locks 4, 3 & 2 Close to Navigation

üAll Dam Gates Out of Water

üLock 5 ï66 days ï4 Separate Closings

üLock 4 ï42 days ï3 Separate Closings

üLock 3 ï28 days ï1 Closing in May/June

üLock 2 ï12 days ï1 Closing in June

2015 Flood Impact to Navigation



2016 Flood Impacts to Navigation

üLock 5 closed to Navigation ï31 Dec ï15 Jan; 
then closed 9 Feb due to siltation; closed again 
on 11 March for high water (10 days); then 
again 1-11 May and NOW closed due to silt

üLock 5 has been closed 90 days for high water 
& 81 days due to siltation and STILL CLOSED 
for a total of 171 days in 13 months

ü18-22 March all 5 Locks are Closed to 
Navigation



Siltation ïMost Serious Problem

üFast River Fall ïSiltation at Lock Approaches

üStarted Dredging at lower locks and work up river

1 dredge would take 6 weeks to open Lock 5

üCorps Contract Dredge and RRWC Assistance

üLock 1 & 2 serves the Central LA Regional Port, 
Power Plant & 3 private terminals in Alexandria

üLock 3 serves the Natchitoches Parish Port

üLock 4 serves the Red River Parish Port (Coushatta)

üLock 5 serves the Caddo-Bossier Port



Impact to Industry

üBoyce Power Plant ï100% fuel by Barge

üPetroleum from Caddo-Bossier Port 

Average 2 barges / week: 144 trucks/barge

Additional 288 trucks on I -49 per week

üPriefert Steel (Mount Pleasant) ïCoils by 
Barge ïNew Company Using the Waterway

üTernium ïCoils by barge

üReliability of Waterborne Transportation 
Questioned



Reservoir Impact





Concern Over Crest Forecast

Higher crest with 

lower flow (cfs)


