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Little Rock District

Å 12 Reservoirs

Å 13 Navigation Locks and Dams, 

Å 7 Hydroelectric Power Plants

Å 117 Use Fee Areas

Å 308 miles of Navigation 

Channel

Å District is in part of 2 states: Arkansas 

and Missouri

Å 134 years of service to the nation

Å 735 full-time employees
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MKARNS Commodity Tonnage
CY 2016

Total = 11,542,149 tons

Iron and Steel, 
1,210,580

Other Chemicals, 
185,483

Petroleum 
Products, 

333,643

Coal and Coke, 
318,400

Sand, Gravel and 
Rock, 3,223,677

Minerals & Building 
Materials, 456,482

Miscellaneous, 
0

Manufactured 
Equip/Mach,

43,945

Soybeans, 
1,382,600

Wheat, 
1,147,200

Other Grain & Food 
Products, 

355,100

Chemical 
Fertilizers, 

2,885,039
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Highlights of FY16 SWL

David D. Terry Lock            
Lock#6

Dewater Lock (7 days) Inspection; 
minor repairs

Dam #2 TainterGate Repairs

Lock #2 Levee Slides Repairs

Floods; Emergency repairs

May/June and Christmas flood clean up 
and repairs; Underwater dive repairs 
(Locks 10 & 13 miter gate seals)

Floating Plant
M/V Dan Reeves Christening;  Link Belt 
348 new 300-ton crane      
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Plans for FY17 SWL
Dardanelle Lock                   
Lock#10 

Dewater Lock (10days +/-); Minor repairs;   
Inspect Concrete under PintleDS miter gate

Dam #2 TainterGate Repairs

Ozark Dam                          
Dam#13

TainterGate Repairs

Multiple Locations Scour repairs LD#5; NM 292, 222, 142, 125, 
108, 86, 66, 50)

Floating Plant Maintenance M/V Shorty Baird - dry dock, minor work



ñThe views, opinions and findings contained in this report are 

those of the authors(s) and should not be construed as an 

official Department of the Army position, policy or decision, 

unless so designated by other official documentation.ò

THE THREE RIVERS STUDY

Photograph: Montgomery Point Lock and Dam at the 

confluence of the White and Mississippi Rivers
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Three Rivers Study Area

Mississippi River

White River

Arkansas River

Montgomery Point L&D

Norrell L&D (L&D 1)

Lock 2

Arkansas Post Canal

Wilber D Mills Dam

Yancopin Stage

Project Area
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Problems

9

J. Smith Lake
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Measures Considered and Screened Out

Measure Reason for Screening Out

Long-term research and monitoring
Does not meet the study objective: will not reduce 
probability of breach.

Evaluate changes in Mississippi River
Not a feasible alternative due to large land 
requirements and cost.

Change water management to raise the 
Arkansas River stage in the study area.

Does not meet the study objective: will not reduce 
probability of breach.

Dam on the Arkansas River downstream of 
study area.

Violates Regulation #2 ADEQ Extraordinary 

Resource Body Designation and Candidate 
National Wild and Scenic River status.

Bank stabilization of Arkansas River
Does not meet the study objectives: will not reduce 

probability of breach.

Shorten stream distance on Arkansas River 
from Melinda to mouth of the river

Violates Regulation #2 ADEQ Extraordinary 

Resource Body Designation and Candidate 
National Wild and Scenic River status.

Abandon navigation
Does not meet the study objective: will not reduce 
probability of breach.

Open meanders on Arkansas
Violates Regulation #2 ADEQ Extraordinary 

Resource Body Designation and Candidate 
National Wild and Scenic River status.

Build a New Channel
Result in extensive environmental impacts without 

providing the relief for identified navigation 
problems

10
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Alternatives

No Action: Continue repairs and replacement as needed

Alternative 1: Containment Structure at elevation 157 feet 

with opening at the Historic Cutoff at elevation 145 ft.  

The width of the opening will be determined during 
design

Alternative 2:  Multiple Openings (Historic Cutoff, Melinda 

Corridor, J. Smith) elevation of openings will be 
determined during design
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Tentatively Selected Plan

Containment Structure at Elevation 157 feet with a relief channel through 

the Historic Cutoff at elevation 145 feet

ALTERNATIVE 1

Alternative 1 Structures

USFWS Refuge Boundary

Owens Weir

Melinda Weir

Historic Cutoff
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Schedule to Completion

On Schedule to be 3x3 compliant

Milestone Date

Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement 

Signed

30 JUN 2015

Alternatives Milestone 15 DEC 2015

Tentatively Selected Plan Milestone 30 JAN 2017

Draft Report Review 20 MAR 2017

Agency Decision Milestone 18 MAY 2017

Division Engineer Transmittal 15 FEB 2018

Civil Works Review Board 27 MAR 2018

Chiefôs Report Signed29 JUN 2018
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As of 22 February 2017

Prepared by Steven W. Bays, P.E.
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