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About NWC

• Started in 1960

• Serves as an umbrella group for all water 
and waterways interests to speak in one voice 
before Congress and the Administration

• Offers timely and accurate information on 
federal legislative and policy issues

• Provides educational and networking 
opportunities with Congressional, 
administration, and agency decision-makers, 
as well as with each other



NWC Membership



Why?

• There are huge challenges and opportunities 
facing water and waterways interests

• Aging infrastructure

• Increased federal requirements

• Limited local funds

• Drought and more extreme weather events

• Infusion of federal pots of money 

• Sharing of knowledge across industries and 
interests

• And more



NWC Federal Advocacy Work

Engages federal policy makers on numerous key issues Congressional appropriations, 
infrastructure-related legislation, and administration and agency related rulemakings, 
initiatives, and proceedings. 

Some of the issues we focus on include, but are not limited to:

• WRDA legislation and 
implementation guidance, 

• “Waters of the U.S.” rulemaking

• National Levee Safety Program, 
Principles, Requirements and 
Guidelines (PR&G), 

• USACE policy and procedural guidance to alter 
civil works projects (Sec. 408)

• National Flood Insurance Program changes, 
Federal Flood Risk Management Standards

• Endangered Species Act, water suppl,y and 
reallocation policies and more



NWC letters and fact sheets since Jan. 2022

NWC comments on 
Public Law 84-99 
changes (Feb. 16, 

2023)

NWC WRDA 2022 
comparison chart (Dec. 

2022)

NWC letter on updated 
Levee Design Manual 

(Oct. 29, 2022)

NWC’s comments to 
USACE on Sect. 408

(Sept. 20, 2022)

NWC’s comments on 
Principles, 

Requirements and 
Guidelines (Aug. 2, 

2022)

NWC’s extension 
request for Levee 

Engineering Manual 
(August 23, 2022)

NWC’s comparison 
between House-

Senate WRDA 2022 
bills (Aug. 4, 2022)

NWC’s letter to Connor 
on Sect. 408 

rulemaking (May 24, 
2022)

NWC’s letter to Senate 
Environment and 

Public Works 
Committee on WRDA 

2022 (May 2, 2022)

NWC fact sheet on 
ASACW/NOAA policy 
on ESA consultations 
for existing structures

(April 2022)

NWC’s comments on 
the National Levee 

Safety Program (March 
31, 2022) 

NWC’s comments on 
“Waters of the U.S.”

(Feb. 7, 2022)

NWC’s extension 
request on WOTUS 

(Jan 31, 2022)

Coalition letter to 
ASACW/NOAA on ESA 

consultations for 
existing structures

(Jan. 14, 2022)

SEC. 408

And more…



How You Can Be Involved

COALITION BUILDING

• Legislative Policy Committee

• Working groups

• Partnership agreement with U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers

• Work closely with other water and 

waterways interests

TIMELY AND RELEVANT INFORMATION

• NWC Federal Spotlight and News 

Alerts

EDUCATIONAL AND NETWORKING

• Annual Meeting, Legislative Summit, 

Regional Spotlights

• Four issues specific caucuses—

Navigation, Flood, Water Supply and 

Hydropower



Coalition Building

Legislative Policy Committee

o CHAIR: Steven A. Burns, Partner, 

Balch & Bingham LLP, Representing 

Alabama Power Company

o Meets on first Thursday of the 

month

o Focuses on federal legislative and 

policy issues

o Open to ALL NWC members

Working Groups

o Section 408

o Public Law 84-99

o Environmental Justice (coming 

soon)

USACE/NWC Partnership Agreement

o To work together on shared areas 

of interest



NWC Caucuses

Navigation Caucus

o The NWC Navigation Caucus supports the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers and all federal agencies whose 

authorizations, policies, and legislative mandates 

impact the navigation channels across the nation. 

Our goal is to facilitate the fluid movement of 

commerce by collaborating with federal agencies 

and industry to ensure the viability of the coastal 

and inland river navigation systems by working with 

Congress to secure funding for construction and 

ongoing operations and maintenance for USACE 

projects.

o CHAIR: Kristin Meira, American Cruise Lines 

Flood Caucus

o The Flood Control and Management Caucus is 

charged with examining issues tied to flood 

management, risk, and flood control for 

waterways and levees nationally. Primary federal 

agencies of interest include but are not limited 

to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Federal 

Emergency Management Agency, U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, and the Natural Resource 

Conservation Service. 

o CHAIR: Rick Johnson, Sacramento Area 

Flood Control Agency



NWC Caucuses

Water Supply Caucus

o The Water Supply/Reuse Caucus is tasked with 

studying issues that pertain to water supply storage 

and reuse issues. Primary federal agencies of interest 

include but are not limited to the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 

and the Bureau of Reclamation.

o CHAIR:  (Vacant)

o VICE CHAIR:  Vincent Gin, Valley Water

Hydropower Caucus

o The Hydropower Caucus is responsible for 

considering issues surrounding dams and 

hydropower. Primary federal agencies of interest 

include but are not limited to the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission, Bureau of Reclamation and 

National Marine Fisheries Service.

o CHAIR: (Vacant)



Provides Timely 
and Relevant 
Information

NWC Federal Spotlight (Dec. 30, 2022) WOTUS released/WRDA 2022 and 
FY2022 Appropriations signed into law

Happy Holidays NWC members,

I hope your holidays have been going well. While the 117th Congress 
officially ends on Jan. 3, 2023, essentially, they completed all of their 
legislative business before the Christmas holiday. This includes the passage 
of a compromised Water Resources Development Act package and FY2023 
appropriations (more below), both of which were promptly signed into law. 
Congress will be back to open the 118th Congress on Jan. 3, 2023.

Additionally, and probably the biggest news, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers unveiled their 
final “Revised Definition of ‘Waters of the United States’ rule which will be 
implemented 60 days after its publication in the Federal Register. How this 
final rule will fare, compared to the previous Obama and Trump rules, is 
anyone’s guess. And an added complication: the Supreme Court has yet to 
rule in Sackett v. EPA, a related case, they heard this fall…(to see more)

https://waterways.org/2023/01/03/nwc-federal-spotlight-dec-30-2022-wotus-released-wrda-2022-and-fy2022-appropriations-signed-into-law/


Next Regional Spotlight 

TBD

TBD

Volunteers?

Education and 
Networking

NWC Legislative Summit
Washington DC
March 6-8, 2023

NWC Annual Meeting
Sacramento, Calif.
Oct. 2-4, 2023

https://waterways.org/future-meetings/


https://waterways.org/wordpress2/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Final-WRDA-2022-Comparison-to-House-and-Senate-WRDA-Bills-w-Section-by-Section-Summary-dec-15-2022.pdf




Thank you!

For more information:

Julie Ufner
President and CEO
National Waterways Conference
julie@waterways.org
•703.224.8007
•www.waterways.org
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